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To  The  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Huntingdonshire  County  Council. 

My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  County  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1946.  This  report  has  been  somewhat  delayed  as  a direct  result  of  the 
increased  work  thrown  on  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the 
past  nine  months. 

While  the  birth  rate  in  the  Urban  areas  within  the  County  shows 
a decrease  on  the  previous  year’s  figure,  the  birth  rate  in  the  Rural 
areas  shows  an  increase.  The  sum  total  of  both  Urban  and  Rural 
figures  gives  a County  birth  rate  of  20  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
which  is  above  the  average  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wares  of  19.1. 
The  death  rates  in  both  Urban  and  Rural  areas  show  little  variation 
from  the  1945  figures. 

Fortunately  during  the  past  twelve  months  there  has  been  no 
great  incidence  in  any  of  the  common  infectious  diseases,  the  most 
prevalent  being  Whooping  Cdugh,  Measles  and  Pneumonia. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  new  cases 
suffering  from  Venereal  Disease.  The  Almoner,  in  ensuring  regular 
attendance  for  treatment  of  these  cases,  makes  a valuable  contribution 
to  public  health  and  it  is  hoped  that  a new  appointment  will  soon  be 
made  to  fill  the  post  which  is  now  vacant. 

As  regards  Tuberculosis,  the  position  is  not  quite  so  favourable. 
The  number  of  notifications  shows  an  increase  both  in  pulmonary  and 
non-pulmonary  cases  and  as  a result  the  work  in  this  department  shows 
a corresponding  increase.  Some  indication  as  to  the  extent  of  this  work 
may  be  gathered  by  reference  to  page  22,  for  not  only  do  the  notified 
and  suspected  cases  require  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  and 
the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor,  but  in  addition  the  contacts,  of  whom 
there  are  many  for  each  notified  case,  require  frequent  and  repeated 
examinations  and  home  visits.  This  aspect  of  the  work  in  connection 
with  tuberculosis  is  of  vital  importance  both  with  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment of  preventive  measures  and  in  the  diagnosis  of  cases  in  the  very 
early  stages.  The  position,  so  far  as  accommodation  in  sanatoria  is 
concerned,  has  deteriorated  during  the  year  under  review  and  no  longer 
are  beds  available  sufficient  to  permit  of  the  admission  of  patients 
immediately  a diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  is  made.  The  period  of  three 
months  awaiting  admission  is  valuable  time  lost  as  it  allows  the  lesion 
to  progress  and  in  consequence  tends  to  increase  the  length  of  sana- 
torium treatment  required.  Further  to  this,  the  shortage  of  houses  and 
the  resultant  overcrowding  add  complications. 
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Difficulty  in  the  replacement  of  staff  was  a factor  which  became 
evident  during  the  year  under  review.  This  was  apparent  in  respect  of 
hospital  staff  generally  and  nursing  staff  more  particularly.  As  a result 
of  this  shortage  of  staff,  accommodation  in  hospitals,  sanatoria  and 
maternity  homes  could  not  be  fully  utilised.  In  the  event  of  no  effective 
remedy  being  found  this  problem  will,  no  doubt,  be  the  cause  of  con- 
siderable anxiety  in  the  future. 

Efforts  to  increase  the  proportion  of  children  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  have  continued  unremittingly  throughout  the  year.  The 
table  in  the  body  of  the  report  summarises  the  number  of  children 
immunised  under  the  various  age  groups. 

Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils  have  proceeded  with  their 
housing  schemes  and  have  erected  permanent  and  prefabricated  houses. 
Progress  has  varied  considerably  from  district  to  district  but  the  sum 
total  of  their  efforts  has  done  little  to  alleviate  the  acute  shortage  of 
accommodation  within  the  County.  In  fact,  progress  at  the  present 
rate  barely  keeps  pace  with  the  yearly  additional  requirements  and 
consequently  overcrowding  and  all  its  evils  is  likely  to  remain  unaltered 
for  the  present. 

Referring  to  the  Dental  Officer’s  report  on  the  treatment  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  progress  that 
is  now  being  made. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  voluntary  helpers  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  for  their 
valuable  assistance,  and  record  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  S.  BUCHANAN, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


December,  1947. 
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AREA  AND  POPULATION 

Area  (acres)  

Population  (Census  1931) 

Population  (estimated  mid- 1946) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  civilian  population  at  mid-year  1946  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  was  60,500  representing  an  increase  of  430  on  the 
estimate  for  the  previous  year.  The  natural  increase  (excess  of  live 
births  over  deaths)  in  the  population  was  439. 

Births 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  shows  an  increase  from  19.2  per 
1,000  population  in  1945  to  20.0  per  1,000  population  in  1946.  This 
compares  with  a rate  of  19.1  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  has  fallen  from  140  (12.1  per 
cent  of  the  total  births)  in  1945  to  128  (10.5  per  cent  of  the  total  births) 
in  the  present  year.  The  return  to  more  normal  conditions  following 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  no  doubt  had  a beneficial  effect. 

Deaths 

The  Death  Rate  for  1946  was  12.1  per  1,000  of  the  population 
which  is  the  same  rate  as  that  recorded  for  1945.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.5. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  26.4  shows  a substantial  reduction 
from  29.4  in  the  previous  year.  The  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 
numbered  32,  the  chief  causes  of  these  deaths  being  attributable  to 
Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries  and  Infant  Diseases  13, 
Premature  Births  10. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  birth  rates  and  death  rates  of  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  of  England  and  Wales,  for  the  past 
five  years: — - 


Bir 

TH  R 

ATE 

De^ 

lTH  F 

Late 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Urban  Districts  ... 

16.9 

16.3 

19.7 

19.9 

18.6 

10.1 

11.9 

11.6 

11.5 

11.6 

Rural  Districts  ... 

16.9 

16.9 

20.5 

18.7 

21.5 

12.4 

12.7 

13.8 

12.6 

12.6 

County  of  Huntingdon  . . . 

16.8 

16.6 

20.1 

19.2 

20.0 

11.3 

12.4 

12.8 

12.1 

12.1 

England  and  Wales 

15.8 

16.5 

17.6 

16.1 

19.1 

11.6 

12.1 

11.6 

11.4 

11.5 

233,985 

56,206 

60,500 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

Births 

Live  Births 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Total  Births  

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (c.p.  19.2  in  1945) 

Still  Births  

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (c.p.  26.1  in  1945) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

564 

521 

1085 

56 

72 

128 

620 

593 

1213 

20.0 

44 

35.0 


Deaths 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

Death  rate  in — 

Urban  Districts 
Rural  Districts  . . . 
County  of  Huntingdon 
England  and  Wales 


734 


11.6 

12.6 

12.1 

11.5 


Maternal  Deaths — 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia 1 

From  other  causes  Nil 


Infant  Deaths — 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000 
births — 

Legitimate  25.8 

Illegitimate  31.2 

Total  death  rate  26.4 

The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  Heart  Disease  214, 

Cancer  117,  Intracranial  lesions  77,  Bronchitis  33,  Tuberculosis 

(pulmonary)  14,  Pneumonia  17. 


TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  AND  IN  DISTRICTS  IN  THE 

COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON,  1946 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

i 

Laboratory  Facilities 

These  arrangements  remain  unchanged. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

No  alterations  in  the  ambulance  facilities  within  the  County 
occurred  during  1946. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  service  is  not  undertaken  by  the  County  Public  Health 
Committee  but  is  carried  out  by  the  Voluntary  Nursing  Associations 
within  the  area. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
Infant  Welfare  Centres 

During  the  course  of  the  year  one  new  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
was  established  at  Wistow,  bringing  the  total  number  of  Centres  up 
to  18.  Attendances  at  these  Centres  by  children  during  1946  numbered 
10,735,  6,478  by  infants  under  one  year,  the  remaining  4,257  by  children 
between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years. 

Individual  children  under  one  year  who  attended  the  Centres 


numbered  825  and 

between 

one  and  five  years  356  making  the  total 

number  of  individual  children  who  attended  1,194, 

each  with  an  average 

attendance  of  8.9. 

Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 

1st  Visits  Subsequent  1st  Visits  Subsequent 

Total 

County  Centres  0- 

T year  0 

-1  year 

1-5  years  1 

-5  years 

Attendances 

Brampton 

14 

69 

3 

103 

189 

Buckden 

25 

156 

3 

138 

322 

By  thorn 

2 

13 

5 

21 

41 

Elton  

33 

126 

21 

360 

540 

Fenstanton 

29 

91 

6 

84 

210 

Great  Staughton 

4 

44 

2 

54 

104 

Huntingdon  and 

Godmanchester 

212 

1036 

86 

468 

1802 

Kimbolton 

14 

80 

7 

142 

243 

Ramsey 

51 

173 

29 

178 

431 

Carried  forward  384  1788  162  1548  3882 
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Visits  Subsequent  Visits  Subsequent  Total 


County  Centres 

0-1  year 

0-1  year 

1-5  years 

1-5  years 

Attendances 

Brought  forward 

384 

1788 

162 

1548 

3882 

St.  Ives 

74 

645 

28 

406 

1153 

St.  Neots 

87 

764 

18 

380 

1249 

Somersham 

27 

84 

16 

139 

266 

Spaldwick 

8 

51 

15 

79 

153 

Warboys 

34 

130 

8 

43 

215 

Wistow 

16 

22 

34 

52 

124 

Yaxley 

32 

120 

20 

189 

361 

Voluntary  Centres 

Old  Fletton 

153 

2010 

55 

926 

3144 

Sawtry 

10 

39 

— 

139 

188 

1 VILLI  lx  UrrLULr  UJ 

Attendances  at  all 

825 

5653 

356 

3901 

10735 

Centres 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 

The  arrangements  for  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  examinations 
of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  by  their  own  medical  practitioners 
continued  as  in  previous  years;  these  examinations  being  carried  out 
at  ante-natal  clinics  in  premises  provided  by  the  County,  at  the  doctor’s 
surgery  or  at  the  patient’s  own  home. 

Ante-Natal  examinations  1217 

Post-Natal  examinations  327 


Consultant  Clinics 

The  County’s  Consultant  Obstetrical  and  Gynaecological  Surgeon 
holds  a weekly  clinic  in  the  Out-Patient  Department  of  the  County 
Hospital,  Huntingdon,  every  Saturday  morning,  to  which  medical 
practitioners  are  free  to  refer  any  case  where  a consultant’s  opinion  is 
desired.  Cases  which  require  operative  treatment  are  admitted  to  the 
Hospital  and  the  necessary  operation  performed  by  the  Consultant. 


Maternity  Hospital  Service 

The  arrangements  for  institutional  accommodation  for  maternity 
cases  remain  unchanged.  Paxton  Park,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  admits  cases  from  the  southern  parts  of  the  County 
while  St.  John’s  Hospital,  by  arrangement  with  the  Soke  of  Peter- 
borough, admits  cases  living  in  the  northern  parts.  A summary  of 
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maternity  cases  admitted  to  these  hospitals  during  the  twelve  months 
is  as  follows:— 

Admissions  to  Paxton  Park — 

Huntingdonshire  patients  240 

London  Patients  415 

Admissions  to  St.  John’s  Hospital , Peterborough — 

Huntingdonshire  patients  123 

Premature  Infants 

A detailed  report  of  the  arrangements  made  for  the  care  of  pre- 
mature infants  within  the  County  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  20/44  was  included  in 
last  year’s  report.  Nc  alterations  or  additions  to  these  arrangements 
have  been  made. 

There  were  25  babies  notified  as  having  a birth  weight  of  5J  lbs. 
or  less  during  the  course  of  the  year,  all  of  whom  survived  the  first 
four  weeks. 

Ophthalmic  Treatment 

There  were  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  during 
the  year. 

53  children  of  under  school  age  (5  years)  including  33  new  cases 
were  examined  by  the  County  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  Dr.  John  Wood, 
during  the  year. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  ophthalmic  work  undertaken:- 


Huntingdon 

Old  Fletton 

Number  of  new  cases  

25 

8 

Number  of  old  cases  

15 

5 

Number  of  attendances 

Total  number  of  cases  in  which 

44 

15 

spectacles  were  prescribed... 

Maternity  and  Midwifery  Services 

3 

« 

3 

The  arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  domiciliary  midwifery 
service  of  the  County  through  the  County  and  District  Nursing 
Associations  was  continued  as  in  previous  years  and  despite  the 
general  shortage  of  Nurse-Midwives  the  service  was  fully  maintained. 
Some  slight  alterations  in  administration  occurred  as  a result  of  two 
small  districts  being  absorbed  by  existing  districts.  At  the  close  of  the 
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year  there  were  17  District  Nursing  Associations  employing  23  Nurse- 
Midwives  while  3 Relief  Nurse-Midwives  were  employed  directly 
by  the  County  Nursing  Association  to  cover  off-duty  times  caused  by 
holidays,  sickness,  etc. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  work  of  the  District  Nurse- 


Midwives  during  the  year: — - 

Number  of  cases  attended  as  Midwives  396 

Number  of  cases  attended  as  Maternity  Nurse  . . . 383 

Number  of  Midwifery  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was 

called  in  by  Midwife  107 

Number  of  attendances — Midwifery  cases  6,105 

Number  of  attendances— Maternity  cases  6,083 

Number  of  general  nursing  attendances  24,557 

Number  of  other  attendances  10,203 


Analgesia 

The  arrangements  continued  as  in  previous  years  for  Midwives 
to  undergo  training  in  the  administration  of  Nitrous  Oxide  for  the 
alleviation  of  pain  during  labour. 

During  the  year  5 trainees  undertook  the  special  course  and  all 
obtained  the  Certificate,  7 already  held  the  Certificate  making  a total 
of  12.  Unfortunately  before  the  close  of  the  year  one  nurse  holding  the 
Certificate  had  transferred  to  the  County  Health  Visiting  Staff  while 
another  had  died.  Thus  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  10  Nurse- 
Midwives  with  the  Certificate,  all  of  whom  were  provided  with  the 
necessary  apparatus. 

Health  Visiting 

Difficulty  was  encountered  in  obtaining  trained  Health  Visitors 
to  fill  the  establishment,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  one  post  for  a Health 
Visitor — School  Nurse  was  still  vacant. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  was  12,746. 
This  included  5,956  visits  to  children  under  one  year,  6,524  to  children 
between  the  ages  of  one  and  five,  and  266  special  visits  to  expectant 
mothers. 

Dental  Treatment 

The  Senior  Dental  Officer  reports  as  follows: — 

“As  a result  of  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Nursing  Service  the 
number  of  attendances  for  treatment  by  nursing  and  expectant  mothers 
has  nearly  doubled. 
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“It  is  also  gratifying  to  note  that  the  number  of  fillings  has  more 
than  doubled  whilst  the  number  of  extractions  is  little  more  than 
last  year.  As  a result  of  the  co-operation  of  the  District  Nurse-Midwives 
the  attendances  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  have  not  only  increased 
but  they  are  attending  for  treatment  at  an  earlier  stage  and  thus 
enabling  their  teeth  to  be  saved  instead  of  extracted. 

“It  is  not  necessary  to  emphasise  how  important  a clean  and 
healthy  mouth  is  to  an  expectant  or  nursing  mother  and  I trust  the 
service  will  develop  even  more  in  the  future.” 

Summary  of  dental  work  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1946:— 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers — 

Attendances  

Inspections  

Extractions  

Fillings  

Other  Operations 
Dentures  supplied 
Repairs  to  Dentures 
Local  Anaesthetics 
General  Anaesthetics 

Children  under  5 years — 

Attendances  

Fillings  

Extractions  

Local  Anaesthetics 
General  Anaesthetics 
Other  Operations 

Orthopaedic 

The  County  Orthopaedic  arrangements  remain  unchanged.  A 
Surgeon  from  the  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Northampton,  holds 
Consultant  Clinics  at  Huntingdon  and  Peterborough  at  which  the 
County  Physiotherapist  and  clerical  staff  attend.  Additional  clinics 
are  held  at  Fletton,  St.  Neots,  St.  Ives  and  Ramsey,  at  which  plasters 
are  renewed,  massage  and  light  therapy  given  and  remedial  exercises 
are  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Physiotherapist, 
who  in  addition  to  these  duties  undertakes  domiciliary  visiting  where 
necessary.  As  the  majority  of  cases  under  treatment  are  of  school  age  a 
detailed  report  of  the  service  is  included  in  the  Annual  Report  to  the 
Education  Committee.  The  following  tables  summarise  the  statistics  of 
attendances  at  clinics. 


611 

80 

427 

102 

363 

70  (for  45  patients) 
14 
81 
61 


45 

12 

17 

6 

3 

31 


ATTENDANCES  AT  SURGEON’S  CLINICS,  1946 
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NOTE. — S.E. — Secondary  Education;  P.E. — Primary  Education;  M.  & C.W. — Pre-school  cases;  T.B. — Tuberculosis 
cases;  P.H.— Other  Adults;  P.A. — Public  Assistance. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  SISTER’S  CLINICS,  1946. 
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Institutional  Accommodation 

The  following  Homes  and  Hostel,  established  and  maintained 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under  the  provisions  of  the  Government 
Evacuation  Scheme  and  administered  by  the  County  Public  Health 
Committee,  have  continued  to  function  throughout  the  year. 

River  lea  Residential  Nursery , Godmanchester 

This  Nursery  has  accommodation  for  twenty-five  children  under 
three  years  of  age  and  as  the  demand  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on 
this  accommodation  has  decreased  it  has  been  possible,  by  arrangement, 
to  utilise  vacant  beds  for  the  County  needs.  Any  such  vacancies  are 
used  for  the  children  of  unmarried  mothers  to  enable  the  mother  time 
to  rehabilitate  herself  to  her  new  conditions.  The  average  length  of 
stay  in  such  cases  is  approximately  six  months. 

Ante-Natal  Hostel , Shortsands , St.  Neots 

This  Hostel  continued  to  admit  expectant  mothers  from  the 
London  area  for  a period  of  rest  and  care  prior  to  their  transfer  to 
Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home  for  their  confinement.  The  Resident 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Maternity  Home  examines  all  patients  on  arrival 
from  London  and  undertakes  the  ante-natal  care  of  these  patients. 

During  the  year  under  review  446  expectant  mothers  were 
admitted,  only  4 of  whom  did  not  remain.  Of  these  4 who  took  their 
own  discharge,  2 gave  valid  domestic  reasons  why  their  departure  was 
one  of  necessity  and  urgency,  while  the  remaining  2 gave  neither 
notice  of  their  impending  departure  nor  the  reason  for  it. 

Three  patients  commenced  labour  shortly  after  admission  and 
were  transferred  the  same  day  to  the  Maternity  Home. 

As  a result  of  the  examination  on  admission  the  following  con- 
ditions were  noted: — 

Seven  patients  had  verminous  heads  and  one  patient  was 
suffering  from  Acute  Gingivitis;  these  received  the  necessary 
attention. 

# One  patient  was  discovered  suffering  from  a Haemolytic 
Streptococcal  infection  of  the  throat  and  as  a result  of  this, 
in  addition  to  the  patient  receiving  the  required  treatment, 
the  Hostel  suspended  admissions  for  a period  of  two  weeks 
by  which  time  throat  swabs  from  patients  and  staff  were 
negative.  One  epileptic  patient,  in  addition  to  having  frequent 
and  severe  fits,  also  suffered  from  somnambulism,  but  despite 
these  handicaps  made  good  progress  with  mothercraft. 
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Subsequent  ante -natal  examinations  revealed  10  cases  with  breech 
presentations  requiring  version  and  one  case  in  which  a Caesarian 
Section  would  probably  be  required,  and  which  in  effect  was  performed. 

The  Matron  reports  “Considerable  improvement  in  the  behaviour 
of  the  patients  was  noted  during  the  past  year.  This,  I feel  sure, 
was  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  with  the  return  to  peace  conditions 
the  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  others  no  longer  existed. 

“It  was  found  necessary  to  severely  reprimand  two  patients, 
one  on  account  of  her  very  dirty  habits  and  practice  of  becoming 
intoxicated,  the  second  because  of  her  nocturnal  peregrinations. 

“In  addition  to  instruction  in  mothercraft,  as  it  was  possible  to 
obtain  rug  wool  and  canvas,  those  patients  desiring  it  were  taught  rug 
making  and  design.  Wool  for  babies  garments  was  also  obtained  for  the 
patients. 

“Regular  entertainments  were  arranged  and  on  Sunday  evenings 
a religious  service  was  held  as  frequently  as  possible.  Valuable  assist- 
ance was  given  by  the  members  of  the  St.  Neots  Red  Cross.” 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  this  Hostel  was  utilised  for  the  examina- 
tion of  local  expectant  mothers,  46  of  whom  attended  during  the  year. 


Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home , St.  Neots 

The  total  number  of  admissions  during  the  year  amounted  to 
655  consisting  of  415  London  area  cases  and  240  Huntingdonshire 
cases.  During  the  same  period  some  641  deliveries  took  place  in  the 
Maternity  Home,  while  6 cases  were  transferred  to  Hospital  for 
Caesarian  Section.  Of  the  former,  breech  presentations  numbered 
10  and  face  presentations  numbered  3.  Forceps  delivery  was  necessary 
in  21  cases. 

Difficulties  in  keeping  the  nursing  staff  up  to  establishment 
became  evident  during  the  year.  Two  factors  were  largely  responsible 
for  this: — 

(a)  Nurses  resigned  and  rejoined  their  husbands  following 
their  demobilisation  from  the  Services. 

(b)  The  withdrawal  of  the  “Control  of  Engagement  Order.” 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

429  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  to  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  during  1946,  compared  with  1,120  for  1945. 

The  most  prevalent  diseases  occurring  during  the  year  were 
Whooping  Cough  with  102  cases  and  Measles  with  82  cases,  but 
whereas  the  former  disease  was  distributed  fairly  evenly  all  over  the 
County  the  latter  disease  was  largely  confined  to  the  southernmost 
districts. 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  the  common  infectious 
diseases  in  the  County  per  thousand  of  the  civil  population,  together 
with  comparative  figures  for  England  and  Wales: — 

Incidence  per  thousand  of  the  civil  population 


Disease 

Smallpox 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Measles 


County 

England 

°f 

and 

Huntingdon 

Wales 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

0.05 

1.68 

2.28 

0.13 

0.28 

0.33 

0.22 

0.79 

1.38 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.02 

1.12 

0.89 

1.35 

3.92 

Once  again  no  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year. 
All  Smallpox  contacts — all  of  whom  were  Service  personnel  returning 
to  the  County  from  abroad  - were  kept  under  surveillance  during  the 
incubation  period.  As  regards  vaccination  the  following  summary 
indicates  the  parental  attitude  towards  this  form  of  preventive  medicine. 


Number  of  Certificates  of  Suc- 
cessful Primary  Vaccination  of 
Children  under  14  received  by  the 
Vaccination  Officers  during  the 
Calendar  Year  1946 


Number  of  Statutory  Declara- 
tions of  Conscientious  Objection 
actually  received  by  the  Vaccina- 
tion Officers  irrespective  of  the 
dates  of  birth  of  the  children 
to  which  they  relate , during 
the  Calendar  Year  1946 


722 


417 


19 


Scarlet  Fever 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  was  48.  In 
Old  Fletton  Urban  District  and  Norman  Cross  Rural  District  a small 
localised  outbreak  occurred  numbering  12  cases  in  each  instance, 
elsewhere  the  cases  were  sporadic. 

Diphtheria 

There  were  8 cases  in  the  present  year  compared  with  34  in  1945 
Of  these  8 cases,  4 occurred  in  the  Borough  of  Huntingdon  and  2 in 
the  Huntingdon  Rural  District,  while  there  was  one  case  in  both  the 
Old  Fletton  Urban  and  the  Norman  Cross  Rural  Districts.  Not  one 
of  these  cases  terminated  in  the  death  of  the  patient. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  the  year  the  following  children  were  immunised: — 
Number  who  completed  a full  Number  who  were  given  a 


course  of  Primary 
Immunisation 

Under  5 5-14  Total 

393  22  415 


Secondary  or  Reinforcing 
Injection 


38 


The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
state  within  the  County  of  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years.  It  is 
noted  that  parental  response  to  the  immunisation  of  children  under 
five  years,  although  improving  somewhat,  is  not  nearly  so  good  as  for 
the  older  children  of  school  age. 


NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAD  COMPLETED  A FULL  COURSE  OF  IMMUNISATION 
• AT  ANY  TIME  UP  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1946 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  HUNTINGDON  COUNTY 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1946. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Dr.  E.  F.  Bebbington,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  in  clinical  charge 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Service,  reports  as  follows: — 

“The  Tuberculosis  Service  has  been  maintained  during  1946  at 
an  efficient  level.  The  Agreement  with  Pap  worth,  however,  which  it 
was  hoped  would  be  successfully  concluded,  still  remains  unratified. 
A new  block  was  proposed  for  the  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from 
advanced  tuberculosis  but  this  has  been  delayed  temporarily  in  common 
with  all  building  schemes.  The  number  of  beds  for  early  and  advanced 
cases  available  in  1946  only  just  satisfied  the  demand.  With  an  increase 
in  notified  cases  from  one  source  alone  after  the  war,  viz.,  discharged 
ex-service  personnel  from  overseas  and  otherwise,  the  requirement  will 
exceed  the  bed  space  available  in  the  near  future.  Examinations  at  the 
chest  clinics  and  domiciliary  visits  are  rendered  partly  useless  if  the  beds 
required  for  patients  are  not  immediately  procurable  especially  in  early 
cases  for  which  domiciliary  treatment  is  no  substitute  for  the  now 
greatly  increased  facilities  of  artificial  pneumothorax  and  thoracoplasty 
treatment  available  in  up-to-date  sanatoria  such  as  Papworth.  A certain 
school  holds  domiciliary  treatment  can  be  extended  for  waiting  cases  to 
relieve  pressure  on  beds,  but  early  cases  on  the  waiting  list,  almost 
without  exception,  do  better  under  sanatorium  regime.  Similarly, 
discharged  cases  still  requiring  treatment,  need  special  X-ray  plant  and 
a minimum  of  transport  in  order  to  give  the  best  results. 

“Two  chest  clinics  are  available  in  Huntingdonshire  for  clinical 
and  diagnostic  purposes.  One  at  the  County  Hospital  serves  the  south 
of  the  County,  while  the  other,  established  at  Fletton,  serves  the  north 
which  is  partly  industrial.  The  proposed  centre  at  St.  Neots  did  not 
materialise  owing  to  difficulties  under  the  Regional  Boundary  Com- 
mission which  brought  the  St.  Neots  area  under  survey.  Patients  from 
the  extreme  south  of  the  County  find  difficulty  in  obtaining  transport 
to  attend  clinics  in  Huntingdon. 

“The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  was  51  as  compared  with  50  for  the  previous  year.  In  addition 
there  were  7 transferred  from  other  areas. 

“The  number  of  non-puimonary  tuberculosis  cases  notified  during 
1946  was  18  as  compared  with  13  in  1945.  In  addition  4 were  transferred 
from  other  areas. 

“Four  posthumous  notifications  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  also  received.  Tuberculous  meningitis  which  is  often  of  short 
duration  was  the  cause  of  death  in  two  of  these  cases.  The  total  number 
of  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  notifications  including  the  posthu- 
mous notifications  was  73. 
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“The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was 
23.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 


for  the  previous  three  years: — 

No.  of 

Year 

deaths 

1943 

33 

1944 

32 

1945 

20 

1946 

23 

“During  the  year  20  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  as 
‘recovered’,  4 were  lost  sight  of,  26  removed  to  other  areas  and  1 1 
removed  for  other  reasons. 

“The  number  of  definite  cases  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  203  and  at  the  end  211. 

“Both  notification  and  death  figures  show  a slight  rise  compared 
with  last  year.  This  may  be  part  of  a steadily  rising  curve  for  the  whole 
country. 

“During  the  year  65  clinics  were  held,  45  at  the  County  Hospital 
and  20  at  Old  Fletton.  The  latter  clinic  completed  a full  year  for  the 
first  time  since  the  opening  in  September  1945.  Attendances  at  both 
clinics  have  been  good.  The  total  for  the  year  is  576,  a great  increase 
on  the  previous  year  (313)  which  again  was  94  more  than  in  1944. 
90  new  cases  were  seen  at  the  Chest  Consultant’s  Clinics  and  88  suspects 
of  whom  14  (15.9  per  cent)  were  diagnosed  later  as  suffering  from 
tuberculosis.  129  new  cases  were  seen  at  the  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer’s  clinics  and  132  suspects,  of  whom  24  (31.7  per  cent)  were 
diagnosed  as  tuberculous  later.  The  total  of  219  new  cases  represents 
a big  increase  in  the  work  of  the  chest  clinics.  The  fact  that  as  many  as 
17.2  per  cent  of  the  220  suspects  were  found,  after  complete  investi- 
gation, to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  proves  the  work  done  to  be  of 
extreme  importance.  As  a result  of  this  work  at  the  clinics  and  else- 
where 128  suspects,  who  were  found  after  investigation  not  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis,  were  removed  from  the  register.  A 
total  of  150  new  suspects  had  their  names  placed  on  the  register  in 
1946.  The  number  of  new  contacts  was  114.  13  contacts  were  removed 
from  the  register  as  having  either  left  the  district  or  as  having  been 
under  observation  for  the  required  two  years  after  the  death  of  a relative 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  X-rays,  sputum  tests  (direct  smear  and 
culture)  and  bronchoscopy  where  necessary  are  carried  out  in  early 
cases  as  aids  to  the  complete  investigation  of  suspected  tuberculosis. 

“The  number  of  X-ray  examinations  performed  during  the  year 
was  almost  double  that  of  1945,  viz.  480  compared  with  288  in  1945. 
The  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital  carried  out  149  X-ray 
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examinations  and  Papworth’s  X-ray  department  331.  The  respective 
figures  for  Peterborough  and  Papworth  for  the  previous  year  were  81 
and  207.  The  cost  of  this  service  is  steadily  increasing  in  consequence 
of  the  increase  in  work. 

“ Sputum  tests  were  94  against  52  in  1945.  These  were  carried 
out  at  Papworth  and  cultures  were  made  in  the  case  of  direct  smears 
giving  negative  results.  This  process  often  reveals  bacilli  even  when 
absent  from  a direct  smear  and  is  effective  especially  where  it  is  a question 
of  arrested  or  quiescent  disease  in  the  lungs. 

“Two  urine  tests  were  undertaken  for  suspicious  genito-urinary 
tuberculosis  and  one  blood  count  was  performed. 

“There  were  no  shelters  for  domiciliary  treatment  in  use  during 
the  year.  Beds  were  available  at  Papworth,  Preston  Hall,  Manfield 
Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  Holt  Children’s  Sanatorium,  and  in  emer- 
gency at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution  and  Wellhouse  Hospital, 
Barnet.  The  waiting  list  was  not  unduly  long  this  year  and  the  period  of 
waiting  not  over  three  months  in  any  one  case. 

“The  County  Tuberculosis  domiciliary  services  are  dependent 
on  the  local  Red  Cross  Units  for  all  extras  for  bed  cases,  e.g.,  extra 
linen,  sheets,  pillow  cases,  blankets,  pillows,  rubber  air  bed,  mackintosh 
sheeting  and  bed  rests.  All  requests  were  met  by  them  during  the  year. 
The  difficulty  of  obtaining  Home  Helps  for  Tuberculosis  cases  is  almost 
unsurmountable  owing  to  the  infectious  nature  of  the  disease. 
Fortunately  the  department  is  seldom  asked  for  such  help. 

“The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Tuberculosis  paid  362  domi- 
ciliary visits  to  patients  during  the  year.  174  of  these  were  to  notified 
cases,  55  were  suspected  of  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  17  were 
cases  which  were  being  kept  under  observation  until  definitely  diag- 
nosed. The  previous  year  287  total  visits  were  made  to  patients  in 
their  homes. 

“The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  paid  807  domiciliary  visits 
during  the  year,  482  of  these  being  to  pulmonary  cases  and  90  to  non- 
pulmonary  cases.  45  suspects  were  visited  and  32  observation  cases. 
1,436  contacts  were  visited  and  57  special  visits,  e.g.,  to  haemoptysis 
cases,  advanced  cases  awaiting  removal,  etc.,  were  paid.  The  figure  of 
1,436,  incidentally  is  an  increase  on  last  year’s  figure  of  1,003.  Diag- 
nostic skin  tests  were  performed  to  detect  possible  reactors  and  these 
were  further  investigated  by  X-ray,  etc.  Whereas  in  most  cases  where 
it  was  necessary  the  parents  readily  agreed  for  their  children  to  be 
examined  and  kept  under  surveillance,  in  certain  cases,  before  this  was 
achieved,  it  was  necessary  for  the  Health  Visitor  to  pay  several  visits 
to  each  of  the  homes  before  the  persuasive  efforts  met  with  success. 
Observation  of  contacts  is  desirable  for  two  years  after  a death  from 
tuberculosis  in  the  home.  Disinfection  of  the  home  after  a death  or 
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removal  also  plays  an  important  part  in  the  prevention  of  the  spread 
of  the  disease. 

“The  number  of  patients  receiving  treatment  in  Sanatoria  during 
1946  was  56  representing  9.958  patient  days.  The  number  of  cases  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  receiving  treatment  in  Manfield  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital,  Northampton,  was  six  only,  three  female  adults  and 
three  children.  The  number  of  patient  days  for  these  patients  was  780. 
Five  patients  were  still  in  hospital  on  December,  31st  1946,  one  only 
being  discharged  during  the  year.  The  length  of  stay  in  hospital  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases  is  necessarily  long  in  most  cases. 
If  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  for  in-patient  treatment  are  com- 
pared it  will  be  seen  that  the  bed  situation  has  worsened,  which  is 
in  reality  the  case. 

“Four  notified  cases  of  lupus  were  on  the  register  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  of  which  one  was  removed  from  the  register 
during  the  course  of  the  year  having  left  the  district.  In  addition  to 
this  there  was  one  case  under  observation  for  lupus  but  the  diagnosis, 
as  yet,  has  not  been  confirmed. 

“Tuberculosis  Allowances,  in  accordance  with  the  provision  laid 
down  in  Memo.  266/T,  were  paid  to  23  patients.  On  December  31st, 
1946,  14  patients  were  still  receiving  allowances.  Nine  allowances 
ceased  during  the  year.  One  allowance  was  discretionary  only,  all 
others  being  maintenance  allowances  with,  or  without,  discretionary 
allowances.” 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  residential  treatment 
during  1946. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

There  were  no  alterations  or  additions  to  the  existing  arrange- 
ments for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  Almoner  accomplishes  much  work  which  is  of  great  benefit 
in  combating  Venereal  Diseases  for  she  not  only  sees  that  patients 
complete  their  treatment  but  also  that  they  attend  the  special  Treatment 
Centre  regularly.  She  is  of  particular  value  in  tackling  the  defaulter  of 
whom,  in  the  past,  there  have  been  a large  number. 

Miss  E.  M.  Botting,  the  Almoner  for  Venereal  Diseases  at  Peter- 
borough, terminated  her  duties  at  the  end  of  August,  1946,  and  no 
appointment  to  fill  this  post  had  been  made  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Almoner’s  report  is  as  follows: — 

“A  sitting-room  is  used  during  Clinic  hours,  so  that  each  new 
patient  can  be  interviewed  on  arrival.  It  is  a great  advantage  to  receive 
them  in  such  a homely  atmosphere  and  does  much  to  restore  the  con- 
fidence of  those  who  have  had  to  summon  all  their  courage  to  come  in 
out  of  the  busy  street.  Many  of  them  have  to  keep  their  fears  to  them- 
selves and  it  is  a relief  to  find  someone  with  whom  they  can  talk  things 
over.  One  woman  was  so  distraught  that  she  talked  of  suicide.  Pro- 
cedure is  explained  to  them  and  they  are  assured  that  everything  is 
done  to  keep  the  fact  of  their  attendance  secret  but  that  two  visits  at 
least  will  be  necessary.  When  the  patient  has  given  an  assurance  to 
attend  until  discharged,  it  is  explained  that  failure  will  mean  that  letters 
of  enquiry  will  be  sent  to  his  home  address  and  if  no  reply  is  received, 
they  will  be  followed  by  a visit.  This  usually  elicits  information  as  to 
whether  letters  would  be  safe  and  also  whether  anybody  else  at  home 
knows  of  the  trouble  and  also  gives  some  knowledge  of  the  family  circum- 
stances which  is  valuable  for  future  work,  such  as  visiting  the  parents  of 
a young  defaulter,  or  knowing  who  can  give  a word  of  encouragement  to 
help  the  patient  who  finds  the  discipline  of  regular  attendance  difficult. 

“It  is  some  comfort  to  the  frightened  to  be  told  that  three  quarters 
of  the  people  who  attend  have  nothing  the  matter,  and  that  of  those  who 
have,  in  at  least  half  the  cases,  it  is  through  no  fault  of  their  own.  The 
first  interview  is  important  in  establishing  a good  relationship  with  the 
patient.  Some  need  to  have  as  few  questions  as  possible  put  to  them, 
others  want  to  get  their  troubles  out  at  once.  Difficulties  which  might 
cause  defaulting  can  be  met  straight  away  and  the  patient  is  more  pre- 
pared to  co-operate  with  the  doctor  in  following  out  whatever  instruc- 
tions may  be  given. 
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“In  dealing  with  difficult  girls  or  families  it  is  a great  help  to  know 
something  of  the  history  and  here  again  the  Probation  Officers,  National 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  Inspectors  and  Moral 
Welfare  Workers  have  all  been  most  co-operative  and  they  have  also 
joined  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  from  their  different  angles, wherever 
possible.  As  a result,  one  young  defaulter,  when  brought  before 
Juvenile  Court  for  malicious  damage  had  regular  attendance  for  treat- 
ment made  one  of  the  conditions  of  his  probation. 

“From  this  review  of  the  year’s  work  it  is  clear  that  many  of  the 
interviews  are  of  a difficult  nature  and  that  it  is  an  advantage  to  be  able 
to  take  them  leisurely.” 


Abstract  relating  to  Huntingdonshire  patients  treated  at  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centres. 


Camb 

ridge 

Peterborough 

1946 

1945 

1946 

1945 

A. — Number  of  persons  dealt  with  for  the  first 

time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from — 

Syphilis 

— 

1 

4 

7 

Soft  Chancre 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

4 

4 

15 

11 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  ... 

19 

23 

36 

51 

T ot3l  .«•  •••  ... 

23 

28 

55 

69 

B. — Attendances  of  all  patients 

180 

179 

1304 

1123 

Scabies 

The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies  continued  as  in 
previous  years.  An  appreciable  decline  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease 
was  noted  with  the  return  to  more  normal  conditions  following  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  and  the  exodus  of  evacuees  from  the  County. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

The  welfare  of  the  blind  is  undertaken  by  the  Huntingdonshire 
Society  for  the  Blind.  The  Secretary  of  the  Society  has  kindly  provided 
the  figures  and  substance  for  this  section. 
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On  December  31st  there  were  97  blind  persons  on  the  Register 
of  the  Society  and  27  under  observation.  Many  of  the  latter  attended 
regularly  at  the  County  Council’s  Eye  Clinic. 

The  Secretary  and  Home  Teacher  paid  827  visits  for  social  and 
instructional  purposes. 

Pensions  from  voluntary  sources  received  by  blind  persons  were: — 

Gardener’s  Trust  for  the  Blind  ...  1 person 

Royal  Blind  Pension  Society...  ...  5 persons 

45  blind  persons  received  domiciliary  allowances  from  the  County 
Council.  These  allowances  are  additional  to  the  Blind  Old  Age  Pension 
payable  at  the  age  of  40. 

During  the  year  9 new  cases  were  added  to  the  Register. 

There  were  7 cases  transferred  into  the  County  and  10  cases 
transferred  out. 

14  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register  as  deceased. 

7 blind  persons  out  of  a possible  12  have  registered  at  the  Labour 
Exchange  under  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

On  the  31st  December,  1946,  there  were  27  cases  in  Certified 
Institutions  or  on  Licence  therefrom  as  compared  with  26  at  the  end  of 
1945;  8 cases  were  under  Guardianship  at  the  end  of  the  year  compared 
with  9 for  1945,  and  28  cases  remained  under  Statutory  Supervision 
compared  with  26  at  the  end  of  1945. 

The  shortage  of  accommodation  in  Certified  Institutions  was  a 
serious  handicap  to  the  service,  and  in  spite  of  repeated  applications 
to  suitable  Certified  Institutions  no  vacancies  were  obtained,  14  cases 
remaining  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Plome  Teacher  for  Mental  Defectives  paid  1,106  visits  during 
the  year. 

A recommendation  for  the  leasing  and  adaptation  of  Riversfield, 
St.  Neots,  as  a Home  for  Low  Grade  Mentally  Defective  Children  was 
approved  by  the  County  Council  in  July,  1946. 


31 


Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  the  31st  December,  1946:— 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  ascertained  to 

be  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with ” Male  Female  Total 


Under  “Order” — 

In  Institutions  (excluding  cases  on 
Licence) — Under  16  years  of  age  1 

Aged  16  years  and  over  11 

On  Licence  from  Institutions— 

Under  16  years  of  age  1 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ...  2 

Under  Guardianship  (including  cases 
on  Licence) — Under  16  years  of  age 

Aged  16  years  and  over  1 

In  “Places  of  Safety” — 

Under  16  years  of  age  

Aged  16  years  and  over 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  11 

Of  whom,  awaiting  removal  to  an 

Institution 9 

Action  not  yet  taken  under  any  one  of  the 

above  headings  3 


11 


1 


7 


1 

17 

5 

1 


1 

22 

1 

3 


8 


1 

28 

14 

4 


GENERAL  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  COUNTY 
Water,  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

For  the  provision  of  piped  water  supplies  several  new  schemes 
together  with  extension  of  existing  schemes  were  in  various  stages  of 
preparation  and  development.  During  the  course  of  the  year  the  work 
on  one  scheme  was  commenced,  but  progress  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
was  slow  due  to  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  of  materials  and  the 
almost  complete  absence  of  suitable  labour.  Comprehensive  sewerage 
schemes  were  also  in  different  stages  of  preparation  by  the  various 
district  authorities  but  progress  beyond  the  planning  stage  was  not 
reached. 
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Housing 

Overcrowding  due  to  the  shortage  of  houses  remained  unchanged 
at  the  close  of  the  year.  Most  district  authorities  either  possessed  hous- 
ing sites  or  were  in  the  process  of  acquiring  them.  In  some  cases  the 
development  work  in  connection  with  these  sites  was  completed.,  in 
others  the  houses  were  in  the  course  of  construction.  In  some  few 
cases  temporary  prefabricated  houses  were  completed.  Progress  at 
the  best  was,  however,  painfully  slow  due  to  the  shortage  in  the  supply 
of  materials  and  the  shortage  of  labour.  These  same  shortages  also 
give  rise  to  difficulty  in  the  repair  of  existing  houses.  Further  progress 
was  made  with  the  rural  housing  survey. 


SOCIAL  WELFARE 

Miss  j.  B.  Gaselee,  the  County  Social  Welfare  Officer,  reports 
as  follows: — 

“Welfare  work  was  affected  by  three  decisions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  which  took  effect  from  the  1st  April,  1946;  they  concerned  the 
winding  up  of  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme,  the  status  of  Wel- 
fare Officers  who  had  been  appointed  under  it,  and  the  conditions 
regulating  admissions  to  the  Residential  Nursery. 

“In  the  first  place,  on  this  date,  under  an  interim  scheme  for 
residual  evacuees,  the  responsibility  for  the  welfare  of  unaccompanied 
children  remaining  billeted  passed  from  the  smaller  districts  to  the 
County  and  County  Borough  Councils  of  the  reception  areas.  In  this 
County,  there  were  only  15  children  in  billets  and  10  in  Riverlea 
Nursery.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  providing  them  with 
clothing  and  pocket  money,  and  for  dealing  with  all  matters  relating  to 
their  welfare,  and  periodical  reports  on  each  child  have  been  sent  to 
the  evacuation  authority. 

“Secondly  it  was  decided  that  although  it  was  hoped  that  the 
Welfare  Officers  who  were  originally  appointed  as  part  of  the  Evacuation 
Service  in  1940  would  remain  on  the  staff  of  local  Councils,  the  cost 
incurred  could  no  longer  fall  on  the  Government.  The  Ministry  had 
already  recognised  that  evacuation  had  ceased  to  require  the  full-time 
service  of  a Welfare  Officer  and  had  agreed  that  she  might  undertake 
local  work  as  time  allowed.  As  a result  of  this  I had  from  the  beginning 
of  the  year  taken  over  all  the  work  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the 
unmarried  mother  and  her  child. 
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“After  the  1st  April  it  was  agreed  that  75  per  cent  of  my  time  should 
be  devoted  to  this  work  and  the  other  25  per  cent  to  the  welfare  of  the 
children  in  the  care  of  the  Public  Assistance  Department.  79  unmarried 
mothers  were  referred  during  the  course  of  the  year.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  temporary  care  of  10  of  the  children  in  Homes  and 
Nurseries  and  for  adoption  of  5 others.  6 mothers  were  found  jobs 
with  their  babies;  4 were  given  advice  on  affiliation  and  2 were  assisted 
in  obtaining  financial  help  from  other  sources.  9 cases  were  referred 
to  other  agencies  or  to  Moral  Welfare  Associations  outside  the  County. 
No  help  was  required  in  1 7 cases,  and  only  one  or  two  visits  were  made 
to  22  of  the  mothers,  whose  arrangements  after  this  appeared  to  be 
satisfactory.  In  all  this  work  I have  enjoyed  the  active  co-operation  of 
the  Diocesan  Worker  for  the  local  branch  of  the  Ely  Diocesan  Moral 
Welfare  Association. 

“Finally,  owing  to  the  fall  in  the  number  of  evacuated  children  in 
the  Residential  Nursery,  the  Ministry  gave  permission  for  illegitimate 
children  of  local  mothers  to  be  admitted,  subject  to  their  approval  in 
each  case.  This  provision  has  been  of  considerable  assistance  in  helping 
the  mother  over  a difficult  period  until  she  can  make  other  arrange- 
ments. The  Nursery  was  used  by  13  of  these  children  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  although  in  6 cases  the  mother  was  employed  on  the  staff. 

“As  regards  the  remainder  of  the  work  under  the  general  heading 
of  Social  Welfare,  108  new  cases  were  referred  for  assistance  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  The  needs  to  be  met  were  very  varied,  and  included 
family  problems  arising  from  separation  through  evacuation  and  war 
service,  requests  from  families  requiring  material  assistance  for  whom 
clothing  or  financial  help  was  obtained  by  application  to  various  funds, 
preventive  work  with  adolescent  girls  and  a number  of  matters  pertain- 
ing to  child  welfare.” 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Captain  W.  K.  Townson,  Inspector  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals 
Acts  and  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders,  reports  as  follows:— 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936-44 

“I  have  to  report  that  during  the  period  under  review  the  number 
of  milk  producers  in  the  County  of  Huntingdon  selling  designated 
milks,  was  77,  i.e.: — 

Tuberculin  Tested  48 

Accredited  29 
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“The  total  number  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year  for 
Bacteriological  examination,  421: — 


Tuberculin  Tested 
Accredited 


...  115  samples 

...  306  samples 


“School  milk  samples,  numbering  20,  have  been  taken  for  Bacter- 
iological and  Phosphatase  tests. 

“Many  extra  visits  are  made  to  dairy  farms  in  order  to  give  advice 
as  to  construction  or  alteration  of  premises  when  required  to  be  passed 
as  suitable  for  the  production  and  sale  of  designated  milk.  Also  repeated 
visits  are  made  and  advice  given  when  samples  of  milk  fail  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  ‘Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders’. 

“More  attention  should  be  given  to  the  cleansing  of  churns. 
Cleansing  and  sterilising  of  bottles  should  be  done  more  carefully, 
and  bottles  should  not  be  left  on  doorsteps,  etc.,  where  they  are  liable 
to  become  soiled  by  dogs  and  other  animals. 

“I  also  feel  that  milk  lorries  should  be  provided  with  covers  which 
would  protect  the  milk  churns  from  sun  and  dust,  that  milk  churns 
should  be  handled  more  carefully  by  the  producers,  i.e.,  not  left  at 
farm  gates,  and  that  those  responsible  for  the  collection  of  the  milk 
should  endeavour  to  collect  from  the  farm  premises  where  it  could  be 
left  in  cool  dairies  awaiting  collection  rather  than  transported  by  the 
producers  some  considerable  distance  from  the  farm  premises  to  the 
roadside  where  it  is  often  left  standing  many  hours  in  the  sun. 

“Delay  in  the  collection  of  milk  from  farms  and  its  delivery  at 
Depots  and  subsequently  to  the  consumer  is  much  too  long,  and  milk 
is  frequently  on  the  point  of  souring  before  being  sent  out  to  the  con- 
sumer. 

“The  mixing  of  milk  from  one  farm  with  that  of  another  during 
transport  is  a practice  to  be  condemned  and  prohibited. 

“There  is  at  present  considerable  delay  in  obtaining  dairy 
machinery  and  equipment.  Rectification  of  this  together  with  priority 
in  the  installation  of  water  and  electricity  on  farms  would  have  beneficial 
results  in  the  production  of  clean  milk. 

“My  opinion  is  that  the  design  of  milking  machines  might  be 
considerably  simplified;  this  would  tend  to  make  cleansing  more  simple 
and  efficient.” 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Canned  Foods 

Regular  inspections  of  carcases  have  been  carried  out  at  the  St. 
Ives  Public  Abattoir. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  and  condemna- 
tions:— 

ANIMALS  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED,  1946 


No. 

Killed 

CONDEMNATIONS 

No.  of 
Whole 
Carcases 

Weight  of 
Whole 
Carcases 

Weight  of 
Parts  and 
Organs 

Total 

Weight 

Cattle  ... 

1112 

14 

8004 

7072 

15076 

Calves 

278 

2 

326 

73 

399 

Sheep  & Lambs 

2451 

6 

284 

186 

470 

Pigs  

945 

20 

1385 

753 

2138 

T otal  ...  ... 

4786 

42 

9999 

8084 

18083 

Total  Animals  Killed:  4786. 

Total  Meat  Condemned:  8 tons,  1 cwt.,  1 qtr.,  1 st.,  9 lbs. 


“In  addition  to  the  above,  820  lbs.  of  meat  (imported  and  home 
killed)  have  been  condemned  by  your  Inspector  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

“Canned  meat  of  various  sizes,  milk,  fish  and  vegetables  have  been 
condemned  as  unfit  for  food;  total  number  264. 

“Regular  visits  are  made  by  your  Inspector  to  Meat  Depots, 
Butchers  and  Grocery  Stores. 

“Several  small  quantities  of  imported  cheese  have  also  been 
condemned. 

“An  amount  of  sugar  to  the  weight  of  2 cwts.  has  been  found  unfit 
for  retail  trade  and  diverted  for  other  uses. 

“Fresh  fish  to  the  weight  of  8 stone  was  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption.” 
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Mr.  A.  E.  James,  Chief  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
reports  as  follows:— 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

“The  total  number  of  samples  procured  during  the  year  was 
393,  or  7 per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  County.  This  figure  of 
7 per  1,000  is  well  above  the  average  for  the  remainder  of  the  country. 


Milk 


“301  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  of  which  54  were  regarded  as 
adulterated,  or  below  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations  1939.  54  Inferior  samples,  or  a sixth  of  the  total  number 
taken,  may  indicate  that  the  milk  produced  in  the  County  is  not  of  good 
quality. 

“3  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  contained  added  water.  They 
were  all  obtained  from  the  same  producer,  who  was  prosecuted  and 
convicted. 

“51  samples  were  deficient  in  milk  fat.  Where  the  deficiency  was 
serious,  ‘appeal  to  cow’  samples  were  taken,  and  in  most  instances 
proof  was  obtained  that  the  cows  were  producing  milk  below  the  standard 
for  milk  fat. 

“Proceedings  were  taken  against  one  retailer  in  respect  of  milk 
which  was  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of  31  per  cent.  The 
deficiency  was  considered  to  be  due  to  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  retailer 
to  keep  his  milk  plunged  or  otherwise  properly  mixed.  The  case  was 
dismissed  on  technical  grounds. 


Miscellaneous 

“92  samples  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  were  purchased,  of  which 
only  three  were  unsatisfactory.  These  were: — 

1 Informal  sample  of  Gin  which  contained  an  excess  of  water. 
Other  samples  taken  from  the  same  retailer  were  found 
genuine. 

1 Sample  of  Saccharin  tablets  consisted  of  ‘Sweetening 
tablets’.  No  action  was  tken,  as  the  seller  was  protected  by  a 
label. 

A sample  of  sausage  contained  a permitted  preservative 
but  the  presence  of  the  preservative  was  not  declared.” 
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Number  of  Samples  of  each 
article  regarded  as  Adulterated, 
below  standard  or  otherwise  not 

Name  or  description  of  Article  Number  of  Samples  Taken  complying  with  prescribed 

requirements 
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